There was no sound made as the two beasts gpproached the grazing herbivore. The first paused and
amndled the air, while the second, dightly smaler beest, sopped and waited. No fear could be detected
from the huge armored behemoath, which was ten timesas large as the crouching beedts. After the beast
was sure that the herbivore had not detected him, he dowly crept forward. The second beadt, which was
waiting for the dominant animd to continue, followed dosdy behind.

The herbivore was trying to didodge a particularly tasty mushroom out of afdlen tree when itsindincts
fird warned it of danger. On thisworld, the fauna had evolved to know that as soon as you sensed
danger, you didn't wait around to find out what it was. It broke into arun, heading back to its herd

where it would be somewhat sefe. But the lumbering behemoth wasn't half asfast as the two beasts that
daked it.

The smdler of the two beasts sprang towards the herbivore. 1t dmost seemed to be smiling asit bared
itsteeth. It ran up behind the animd and seemed like it meant to passaong Sdeof it. But jus asit ran
up to the herbivores midsection it sorang up and a an angle avay from the herbivore to land on the
trunk of alargetree. Almogt in the same mation, it sprang again towards to herbivore and landed on its
back. Digging itstadonsinto the armored shel of the behemoth, it arted to ferocioudy daw and bite
into the creature's neck.

It could do very little damage up there, but that was not the intent. The beast had placed itsdf where the
behemoth could not seeit, but could hear its growls and snarls quite dearly. And the beast was making
the mogt of it, enticing the behemoth to panic. The smdl of fear from the herbivore was like adrug to
the beast, causing waves of pleasure asthe beast continued to torment its prey.

The herbivore was in the grip of panic. Itsonly desre right now wasto get that thing off of its back and
0et back to the safety of the herd. The thrashing around it hed dready tried had little effect, asthe
beatt'stadons were firmly implanted into itsback. The behemothsingdinctstold him thet the next thing
totry wasarall. While continuing to run erricaly and rubbing into the occasond treeto try and
scrape the attacker off, it moved towards asmdl dearing in the foredt.

Asit entered the clearing it aboruptly pivoted to the left, and let its right legs collgose benegth it. 1t fdl to
the ground and the roughly cylindrical shepe of its body started to roll. With the momentum it hed
ganed while running, it rolled onto its back, over to its other Sde and back up onto itsfeet again. Some
part of its brain had registered the sharp pain in its belly as it was rolling, but the behemoth ignored it,
darting to run again. It couldn't detect the beast that was previoudy on its back.

When the herbivore has sarted the rall, the beast on its back jumped upward and let the behemoth roll
away from him. Thelarger of the two beasts was in moation now, arinting  top speed toward the
herbivore thet had just hit the ground and started the rall. As the herbivore wasin mid roll the beest

legpt over it and swiped a 9zable daw at the behemoths belly. A section of the belly was unarmored and
the beast knew exactly whereto hit to sever amgor vein. The beast was rewarded with a splash of thick
purple blood asit landed to the other side of the herbivore. The two beests continued to chese the
wounded herbivore. Blood was steadily pouring out of itswound, but it continued to run urtil it
weekened and eventudly collgpsed.



The second of the two beasts gpproached the falen giant and started to lick the ggping wound. The
larger beast growled and legpt onto the other, taking aswipe at the other'sface. Its dlaws wereretracted

S0 no serious damage was done. The second backed away, snarling, and the two beasts started to circle
eech other. Occasondly one would lash out, or try to tackle the other. 1t would continue until one

would relent, probably the smaler one. Among these animds it was cusomary for the dominant beest
to feed fird, but if the other didn't challenged thet right at dl, it would be asign of weskness.

There was agleam in the old Human's eyes as he watched the two beadgts fighting over ther falen prey.
He spared a quick glance to his scanner to make sure that it had recorded the entire incident.

"Thee animas are perfect.” he gpoke doud, to no onein particular. "They are vicious, ruthless, and
intdligent. They will make excdlent subjects.”

"Have you completed your preiminary tests on them?' another voice asked. The Human turned to see

that the "Luruk had joined him. The human was so caught up the drama before him, he hadn't detected
the other's presence.

"Yes.... Thetwo sampleswe dissected showed me that they are indeed compatible with my methods-
amogt exactly compatibleinfact. 1t wasasif God himsdf crested them herefor metofind." The
Humean chuckled to himsdf, knowing that the Gra: Luruk didn't share, or even bdieve, in the cdling thet
had brought him to thisworld. No matter. 1t didn’'t matter why they were on the same path, just thet
they were.

Asthe 'Luruk was mentaly consdering the sate of the Human's sanity, his communicator received an
expected sgnd. Heligened for amoment as he was given areport.

"The Frigate De Venger has arrived and will be in orbit momentarily. They report thet the Sedth fidd
isstill operating as expected. They were able to gpproach the Confederation station unnoticed.

"Excdlent. Soon, soon my friend, dl the pieceswill bein place. Soon we will show the Confederation
the error of itsways."

The towering 'Luruk glowered a the Human. "It had better be soon. | grow weary of thiswaiting.”
A Chork gppeared and approached the two from the direction of base camp. He glanced fearfully at the

GralLuruk, which was eadly five times his mass, even conddering thet the Chork was alarge member of
the Chork species. He moved towards the old Human.

"Sr. Here arethe results of thefina tests on the specimens.” He handed a smal computer pad over to
the Human, who glanced a it briefly.

"As| expected. Perfect.” Hewaslog in thought for a moment, but then turned towards the Chork.
"Hansox, you will coordinate with the commiander of the De Venger and immediatdy dart the
harvesting of the animds.”

"Yesdr. How many of them do you require, Sr?"



"All of them."
"Yesdr. Youmeandl of thisherd, Sr?"

"All of them." The Human had turned and was glaring at the Chork. The "Luruk recognized a hint of
amusement in the old man's eyes

"Sir... Um, could you be a bit more specific, 9r?"
The Human took a step towardsthe Chork. "All. Asinevery... sngle... one”
"Yourekidding. That would teke-"

The Human dosed the distance to the Chork with a surprising speed consdering hislook of frailty. All
amusement had vanished from his face, which now had alook of fevered intensity. Despite the fact thet
the Human was hdf the size of the beefy Chork and looked frail enough to be pushed over by a giff
wind, hisintendty and gpparent fearlessness was intimidating. He stood toe-to-toe with Hansox and
dared up a hisface with the look of a madman.

"ALL... OF... THEM. Which part of dl don't you understand, you worthlessvurm? | want dl of them.
In every fored, in every jungle, on every plain of thisentire planet. Every sngle animd isgoing to be
mine. Now you are going to go back to the De Venger and coordinateit. DO YOU UNDERSTAND?'

The Chork, who usudly did the intimidating, managed to retdiate Somewhat from the verba assaullt.
"But there could be millions of them! It could teke years. Have you gone completdly ins-" He stopped
short as he notice that the GraLuruk had gpproached closer. Hisflame red fur was bristling and hisarm
wasway too cose to adung assault rifle. The "Luruk and Chork locked eyes for amoment, and
Hansox, knew exactly what the Gra: Luruk's eyes were trying to convey. It went something like 'Do you
know how dose you areto having your arms ripped out of their sockets? It wouldn't be the firgt time,
asthe 'Luruk's temper and great strength were well known. Hansox glanced towards the Human, who
was now grinning.

"Yesdr." hesad giffly. He backed afew steps and then turned and walked towards base camp.

The GraLuruk let himsdf relax and turned to waich the two beadts that were il feeding on ther prey.
"Will they be as capable as you've indicated?'

"Ohyes. Yes indeed. Moreso. They aretruly fantastic animas”

"We shdl see" The'Luruk could see the potentia, but decided to remain unimpressed. "What do you
planto cdl them?'

"I'm s0 glad you asked." The Human's eyes gleamed. "I cdl them... Baori."



